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AWARDS
2023, Regional Studies Association Best Paper Award for the journal “Regional Studies”
for the paper “The impact of regional inequality on economic growth: a spatial
econometric approach” (jointly with Domenica Panzera).

2023, Most read article of 2021 in the journal Spatial Economic Analysis for the paper
”Principal component analysis for geographical data: the role of spatial effects in the
definition of composite indicators” (jointly with Alfredo Cartone).

2022, Regional Studies Association Best Paper Award for the journal “Spatial Economic
Analysis for the paper ”Principal component analysis for geographical data: the role of
spatial effects in the definition of composite indicators” (jointly with Alfredo Cartone).

2022, Most read article of 2021 in the journal “Regional Studies” for the paper “The impact

of regional inequality on economic growth: a spatial econometric approach” (jointly with
Domenica Panzera).

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY AFFILIATIONS

Councilor of Italian Association of Regional Science (AISRe) (2025-...))

Italian Statistical Society (1996 - ...))

Spatial Econometrics Association (2006 - ....)

Italian Association of Regional Science (AISRe) (2011 - ....)
RESEARCH PROJECTS

Principal Investigator for the Project “Spatial Composite indicators and inequality Indices
for measuring socio-economic WEIIl-Being” (SCI-WEB), Cascading Calls, GRINS —
Growing Resilient, INclusive and Sustainable, Spoke 8, National Recovery and Resilience
Plan (NRRP) NextGenerationEU. (€150000, dal 01/05/2024).

Principal investigator for University “G. d’Annunzio” of Chieti- Pescara for the Horizon
2020 Project “Integrative Mechanisms for Addressing Spatial Justice and Territorial
Inequalities in Europe”, H2020-SC6-REV-INEQUAL-2016.

Leader of WP3 “Territorial Inequalities and Economic Growth”. Member of the Steering
Group of the project. Starting date 01/01/2017, duration in months 66, Project number
726950 (€ 316986.25).

Member of ISTAT Research Group “ASIA Anticipato” for the formulation of a

methodological proposal for the backcasting of time series of the structure of the
population of firms from 2001, based on ATECO 2007 (2010-2012).
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Member of Research Group of Commission for the Security of Statistical Information on:
“Statistical information for the environmental policies: present and future” (2003 —2004).

Member of G.R.A.S.P.A. (Research Group for Statistical Applications to Environmental
Problems)), Local Unit of Pescara, for the following projects:

COFIN 2004 “Treatment of complexity and uncertainty in the environmental studies”
COFIN 2002 “Statistics for the environmental decisions: identification, monitoring and
evaluation of intervention”

COFIN 2000 “Statistics in the evaluation of environmental risk”

SEMINARS AND CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

- Making decision trees Spatial: Enhancing CART for geographical data, Invited Seminar,
Department of Statistical Science “Paolo Fortunati”, University of Bologna (11/12/2025).
- A novel spatially constrained regression tree for the analysis of regional poverty in the
European Union, 72" Conference of North American Regional Science Council, Denver,
USA (15/11/2025).

-Exploring spatial effects in well-being: A spatial composite indicator approach using the
entropy weight method, XLVI Annual Scientific Conference of AISRe (Italian Association
of Regional Sciences), University of Chieti-Pescara, Italia (11/09/2025).

- Integrating inequality indices and composite indicators: A spatial approach to analyzing
territorial disparities and local well-Being in Italian provinces, Conferenza Spoke 8
“Social Sustainability” of the extended partnership project “GRInS — Growing Resilient,
Inclusive and Sustainable”, Catania (19/09/2025)

- Spatial composite indicators for measuring regional Digital Economics and Society in
Europe, XLV Annual Scientific Conference of AISRe (Italian Association of Regional
Sciences), University of Turin, Italy (07/09/2024).

- A machine learning algorithm for the analysis of spatially distributed data, 52"
Conference of the Italian Statistical Society, University “Aldo Moro” of Bari, Italy. Invited
talk (17/06/2024).

- A spatial CART algorithm: some preliminary results, Spatial Econometrics Association
2023 Conference, Novembre 2023, San Diego, California, (17/11/2023).

- Poverty convergence at regional level in the EU: spatial quantile evidence”, European
Regional Science (ERSA) Conference, August 2023, University di Alicante, Spagna.
Invited talk on: “Territorial Inequalities in Europe” (31/08/2023).

- A spatial quantile analysis for testing poverty convergence in the EU at NUTS 2 level,
17" EUREAL meeting, June 2023, IRPET, Florence, (23/06/2023).

- Spatial quantile regression for modelling the impact of digital transformation on
European regional economic growth. 15" International Conference of the ERCIM
(European Research Consortium for Informatics and Mathematics). London (UK), 17-19
December, 2022. (18/12/2022).

- Regional economic growth and the effect of Information Communication: Technology:
what is beyond the expected value?, Regional Science Conference of the Spanish Regional
Science Association (AECR), October 18/20 - 2022, University of Granada, Spain. Invited
paper to the session “Catalysts and unintended consequences of innovation” (19/10/2022).
- Spatial composite indicators a non-compensatory approach, 16th EUREAL meeting,
September 2022, University of Warsaw, Polonia. (07/09/2022).

- Spatial composite indicators of inequality: an application to Lazio, XLIII Scientific
Annual Conference of AISRe, September 2022, Politecnico di Milano, Milano. Invited
paper to the session “Wellbeing, income, and inequalities: a regional perspective”.
(05/09/2022)

- A spatial analysis of residential segregation in an Adriatic region. IMAJINE Final
Conference. 23 Maggio 2022, Polish Institute of Geography — Polish Academy of Science,
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Varsavia, Polonia (23/05/2022).

- Do we have the correct data to tackle regional inequalities? Policy Seminar, European
Commission, (23/03/2022).

- Regional inequality, spatial dependence, and proximity structures: application to EU
regions, Regional Science Conference of the Spanish Regional Science Association
(AECR), November 24/26 - 2021, Autonomous University of Madrid, Spain. (26/11/2021)
- The role of spatial proximity in the measurement of regional inequality, XLII Annual
Scientific Conference of AISRe (Italian Association of Regional Sciences), on-line
conference, September 2021. Invited paper to the session “Wellbeing, Income, and
Inequality: a regional perspective”. (10/09/2021)

- Regional inequality, spatial dependence and proximity structures, Invited paper for the
Webinar of the Regional Science Association International (RSAI) “Design,
Implementation and Evaluation of Territorial Inequalities Policies”, (29/01/2021).

- Spatial quantile regression for regional economic convergence, “ G. d’Annunzio”
University of Chieti-Pescara, (24/06/2020).

- Measuring socio-economic disparities at local level: a composite indicator for Italy XL
Annual Scientific Conference of AISRe (Italian Association of Regional Sciences),
L’Aquila, 16-18 Settembre 2019, (18/09/2019).

- Measuring regional concentration of economic activities: a spatial approach, 16th EU-
REAL Meeting, Pescara, September 3-4 2019 (03/09/2019).

- Identifying agglomeration and location patterns of economic activities: a spatial
inequality-based measure, 59" ERSA Congress, August 27-30, 2019, Lyon (France),
(29/08/2019)

- On the measurement of spatial inequality, 15" EU-REAL Meeting, Palermo, September
3-4, 2018, (03/09/2018).

- Spatial heterogeneity in principal component analysis with an application for the case
of Italy, 15" EU-REAL Meeting, Palermo, September 3-4, 2018, (04/09/2018).

- Investigating local spatial effects in composite indicators of deprivation: the case of
Lazio, 58" ERSA Congress, August 28-31, 2018, Cork (Ireland), (28/08/2018).

- Spatial heterogeneity in principal component analysis: a study of deprivation index on
Italian provinces, 49" Scientific meeting of the Italian Statistical Society, Palermo, June
20-22, 2018 (20/06/2018).

- Accounting for spatial heterogeneity in deprivation index: the case of Italy, XXXVIII
Annual Scientific Conference of AISRe (Italian Association of Regional Sciences),
Cagliari, September 20-22, 2017, (21/09/2017).

- Regional economic convergence in European regions: a spatial quantile regression
approach, 14th EU-REAL, University of Coimbra, Coimbra, September 4-5, 2017
(04/09/2017)

- Identifying spatial regimes in economic models, Workshop “Applications in Spatial
Econometrics”, Keynote Lecture, KOF Swiss Economic Institute, ETH Zurich, December
14-16, 2016 (16/12/2016).

- Spatial approach to principal component analysis, 13th EU-REAL Meeting, Badajoz-
Caceres, Spain, September 21-23, 2016 (23/09/2016).

- Spatial approach to PCA for the definition of local composite indicators, X World
Conference Spatial Econometrics Association 2016, Rome, June 13-15, 2016
(14/06/2016).

- Economic inequality, spatial scale, and spatial concentration, SIS2015 Statistical
Conference, Statistics and Demography: the Legacy of Corrado Gini Treviso - Ca' Foscari
University of Venice, September 9, 2015 — September 11, 2015 (09/09/2015).

- Spatial regimes in economic growth of European regions, 12" EU-REAL Meeting
“Regional and Urban Economic Modeling”, Madrid, August 31 — September 1, 2015
(30/08/2015).
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- Income inequality, growth and space: some empirical evidence, VI Workshop in Honour
of Geoffrey J.D. Hewings, Keynote Lecture, University of Santiago de Compostela
(09/06/2015).

- Income inequality, growth and space: evidences form Italian provinces, 61st Annual
Conference of Northern American Regional Sciences Council, Washington (13/11/2014).
- Some issues on regional economic convergence, V Workshop in Honor of Geoffrey J.D.
Hewings: Opening New Research Lines in Regional Science, Oviedo (16/09/2014)

- Multitype point process models for bank branches location, VIII'™ World Conference of
the Spatial Econometrics Association, Zurich (12/06/2014).

- Heterogeneity in firms location modeling, 53™ Congress of the European Regional
Science Association, Palermo (28/08/2013).

- Economic growth in Italian NUTS 3 provinces, 59" Annual Conference of Northern
American Regional Sciences Council, Ottawa (09/11/2012).

- Una rassegna del software per la stima di modeli di econometria spaziale, XXXIII
Annual Scientific Conference of AISRe (Italian Association of Regional Sciences), Roma,
(13/09/2012).

- A prediction method for spatial missing data, 58" Annual Conference of Northern
American Regional Sciences Council, Miami (11/11/2011).

- Spatial effects in the analysis of economic growth, REAL Seminar, University of Illinois
at Urbana — Champaign (15/11/2011).

- L’eteroschedasticita nell’analisi della convergenza economica regionale, XXXII
Scientific Annual Conference of AISRe Convegno AISRe, Torino, (16/09/2011).

- Spatial heterogeneity in the productivity growth of EU regions. V" World Conference of
the Spatial Econometrics Association, Toulouse (07/07/2011).

- Stochastic Relaxation for the analysis of regional economic convergence, 3™
International Conference on Computational and Financial Econometrics (CFE'09),
Limassol, Cipro (31/10/2009).

- Specialization, R&D and Productivity growth, 11 World Conference of Spatial
Econometrics Association, New York (19/11/2008).

- A regression tree algorithm for the identification of convergence clubs, International
Workshop on Spatial Econometrics and Statistics, Rome (25/05/2006).

- A spatial hierarchical analysis of Italians regions, International Workshop on Spatial
Econometrics and Statistics, Rome (26/05/2006).

- A procedure to identify convergence clubs, 52" Annual Conference of Northern
American Regional Sciences Council, Las Vegas (11/11/2005).

- A methodology for the identification of industrial district, Regional Economic Analysis
Laboratory, Department of Geography, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
(05/12/2005).

- 1l ruolo della dipendenza spaziale nella convergenza regionale dei redditi pro-capite,
XLI Riunione Scientifica della Societa Italiana di Statistica (07/06/2002).

- A spatial discriminant analysis using covariates information, Riunione Scientifica del
Gruppo CLADAG, Roma (06/07/1999).

- Analisi discriminante attraverso automodelli markoviani, Dipartimento di Metodi
Quantitativi ¢ Teoria Economica, Universita “G. d’Annunzio” di Chieti — Pescara
(25/06/1997).

- Metodi statistici per la previsione di siti archeologici, Dipartimento di Metodi
Quantitativi ¢ Teoria Economica, Universita “G. d’Annunzio” di Chieti — Pescara
(26/06/1997)

- Valori anomali e osservazioni influenti nell’analisi dei dati multidimensionali,
Dipartimento di Metodi Quantitativi e Teoria Economica, Universita “G. d’Annunzio” di
Chieti — Pescara (09/05/1996).

- Campionamento di aree, Dipartimento di Metodi Quantitativi ¢ Teoria Economica,
Universita “G. d’Annunzio” di Chieti — Pescara (03/07/1996).
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EDITORIAL SERVICES
Associate Editor of Statistical Methods & Applications (2017-2021)

Regional Editor of Regional Science Policy & Practice (2019-2020) for the special issue
“New directions in regional development and spatial inequalities”.

Referee per Journal of Regional Science, Regional Studies, Socio-Economic Planning
Sciences, Economic Modelling, Geographical Analysis, AStA Advances in Statistical
Analysis, Environmetrics, Computational Economics, Spatial Economic Analysis, Papers
in Regional Science, Network & Spatial Economics, International Statistical Review, Social
Indicators Research, Empirical Economics, Statistical Methods & Applications, Quality and
Quantity, Regional Science Policy & Practice, Canadian Journal of Regional Science,
Growth and Change, Emerging Markets Finance and Trade, International Regional Science
Review, Applied Economics, Applied Economic Analysis, Health Policy, Review of Public
Economics, Journal of Spatial Econometrics, Empirica.

SELECTED CONFERENCE SERVICES

Member of Scientific Committee of:
XLIX International Conference on Regional Science, AECR, Pamplona, October, 15-17,
2025.
XLVI Annual Scientific Conference of Italian Regional Science Association AISRe,
Pescara, September, 10-12, 2025.
XLVIII International Conference on Regional Science, AECR, Cuenca, October, 16-18,
2024.
XLVII International Conference on Regional Science, AECR, Granada, October, 19-21,
2022.
XLVI International Conference on Regional Science, AECR, Universidad Autonoma de
Madrid, November 24- 26, 2021.
XXXVII Annual Scientific Conference of Italian Regional Science Association AISRe,
Ancona, September 20-22, 2016.
X World Conference Spatial Econometrics Association 2016, Rome, June 13-15, 2016.

Member of Local Organizing Committee of:

16" European Union REAL Workshop, 3-4 Settembre 2019, University “G. d’Annunzio”
of Chieti-Pescara, Pescara.

Statistics and the Assessment, Control and Scenarios of Risks. Applications to Food,
Social and Health, Economic and Environmental Fields”, September 12-14, 2018,
University “G. d’Annunzio” of Chieti-Pescara, Pescara.

X World Conference Spatial Econometrics Association 2016, Rome, June 13-15, 2016.
Intermediate Workshop of Italian Statistical Society, September 2009, University “G.
d’Annunzio” of Chieti-Pescara, Pescara.

Health Econometrics Workshop, 4-6 Dicembre 2008, University of Milan Bicocca, Milan.
International Workshop on Spatial Econometrics and Statistics, 25-27 May 2006, Luiss,
Roma.

Organization of sessions on Spatial Econometrics at:

XLVI Annual Scientific Conference of Italian Regional Science Association AISRe,
Pescara, 10-12 Settembre 2025.
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SIS 2024, 52" Scientific Meeting of the Italian Statistical Society, Session: Advances in
spatial analysis of economic data, 17-20 June, 2024.

XLIV Annual Scientific Conference of Italian Regional Science Association AISRe,
Session: Advances in spatial econometrics, Naples, 6-8 September, 2023.

XXXVII Annual Scientific Conference of Italian Regional Science Association AISRe,
Session: Metodi statistici per l'analisi territoriale, Ancona, 20-22 September, 2016

SIS 2013 Statistical Conference, Advances in latent variables - methods, models and
applications, Sessione: Advances in spatial econometrics, Brescia, 19-21 June, 2013.

SCIENTIFIC COLLABORATIONS

FAO, Global Strategy Research Plan, International consultant for designing field tests for
assessing methodological and operational solutions to gaps and issues on methods for using
remote sensing for agricultural and rural statistics (November 2013-February 2014).

APAT, Agency for Environmental Protection and Technical Services, Research Project
“Analysis of current methodologies for the construction of indicators: spatial aggregation
and presentation” (June 2004 — June 2005).

Commissione per la Garanzia dell’Informazione Statistica, Italian Government Presidency
of the Council of Ministers, Research Project “Statistical Information for environmental
policies: state and future” (March 2003 — March 2004).

Member of the Board of the Doctoral Programme in Applied Sciences for Business
Innovation, University “G. d’Annunzio” of Chieti — Pescara (from 2023).

Member of the Board of the Doctoral Programme in Business, Institutions and Markets,
University “G. d’Annunzio” of Chieti — Pescara (2013 - 2023).

Member of the Board of the Doctoral Programme in Economics and Business, University
“G. d’Annunzio” of Chieti — Pescara (2010 -2013).

Member of the Board of the Doctoral Programme in Economics of Enterprises and Financial
of Intermediary, University “G. d’Annunzio” of Chieti — Pescara (2003 - 2010).

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES

Sviluppo Cooperazione e Occupazione s.c.p.a. for the definition of a statistical survey on
formative and professionals needs of the enterprises of Abruzzo (2003)

Abruzzo Lavoro for the monitoring of the efficacy of some rules for the incentive of the
Abruzzo enterprises (2001-2002)

INFORMATICS
Apple MacOS, Microsoft Office MAC.
Microsoft Windows, Microsoft Office.
R, R Studio, SAS, SPSS, STATA, E-Views, Statgraphics, Matlab, GeoDa, GeoDa Space,
GRASS.
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